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Wey ee AINy ECE WELCOMES. DELEGATES 


To the Western Conference of Motor Clubs, 


Western America is one of the Nation’s 
greatest travel objectives. Until motorists 
have seen our West they have not seen the 
United States of America. 

People living in the great eastern portion 
of our land come by motor car, and other- 
wise, to the wide open country with its 
mountains, valleys, lakes, rivers, and forests, 
seeking respite from their routine. There 
is also a very large inter-travel between our 
own western States which must not be over- 
looked. Motorists, and they form a very 
large part of the traveling public, come to 
obtain recreation, relaxation, and a broader 
knowledge of our own people. 

The West, having so much to show pros- 
pective travelers, leads in the field of tour- 
ism. Because of its vastness and its variety 
the individual often is perplexed in select- 
ing specific places to visit and the best way 
to reach these places within a limited time. 
For this reason it is well, indeed, that an 
organization such as yours should serve the 
traveling public in guiding and directing 
itineraries. An association with a _ well- 
trained, fully-informed personnel has a dis- 
tinct advantage, and, at the same time, a 
responsibility in giving intelligent, dependa- 
ble guidance to members of this ever- 
increasing travel army. The prime purpose 
of your group is to serve motorists. 

You have complimented Nevada by com- 
ing here to hold your assemblage. Here 
you will exchange ideas and discuss in seri- 
ous, but friendly, fashion, problems common 
to all of the West concerning tourism. You 
have come here to consider ways and means 
to better serve this traveling public and to 
further the cause of safety and convenience 


on our highways. These are commendable 
objectives. 

We of Nevada realize the importance of 
tourism. It is one of our principal indus- 
tries and is assuming increased importance 
each year. 

Tourism is one field of our human tela- 
tionships where both parties to a transaction 
reap a profit. The tourist profits by his 
adventures, increases his store of knowledge, 
broadens his viewpoints, delights in nature’s 
scenic wonders, and learns at first hand how 
his neighbors work and live, and comes to 
appreciate the aims and aspirations of large 
groups of people in his own land. 

The State profits by deriving revenues to 
aid in maintaining better and safer roads, 
a marked degree of prosperity comes to 
labor and industry within the State, and its 
people likewise profit through contacts and 
exchange of ideas and information, and 
gains the good will of our distant neighbors 
by extending a cordial hospitality to visitors. 

This all helps to unify our Nation. 

Because your group, representing eleven 
western States, several provinces of Canada, 
and Hawaii has done so much to further 
the cause of tourism and has served so well 
the motor-traveling public, Nevada greets 
you heartily and wishes for you a successful 
meeting. 

In the name of Nevada I most sincerely 
bid you welcome to our State and hope your 
stay will be a pleasant one. 


Governor of Nevada. 





WESTERN MEETING COMES TO NEVADA 





_~ 


FRANK W. GUILBERT 


Manager of the Inland Automobile Associa- 
tion of Spokane, Washington, and Chair- 
man for 1940 for the Western Confer- 
ence of Motor Clubs. 


The Western Conference of Motor Clubs 
annual meeting in Reno October 10, 11, 
and 12 brings to Nevada representatives of 
organizations which direct the great mass of 
automobile tourist travel in the United 
States. The conference consists of the man- 
agers and other executives of automobile 
clubs in the eleven western States, the terri- 
tory of Hawaii, and the three Canadian 
provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, and 
Saskatchewan. They have met each year in 
the West since 1925. The conference ses- 
sions are devoted primarily to further 
strengthening of motor club services and to 
organized efforts to promote motor tourist 
travel in the West. 

Invited guests at the conference this year 
are the general manager, the national travel 
director, and the safety and traffic engineer- 
ing director of the American Automobile 
Association, with headquarters in Washing- 
ton, D. C., representing 725 affiliated clubs 
and branches. Also invited as guests are the 
executive heads of various A.A.A. clubs 
from such States as Nebraska, Missouri, IIli- 
nois, Michigan, etc. 


Host club for the conference meeting in 
Reno is the Nevada Division of the Califor- 
nia State Automobile Association, the Ameri- 
can Automobile Association affiliate in this 
State. Other clubs in the conference are: 

Alberta Motor Association; Arizona Auto- 
mobile Association; Automobile Club of 
Southern California; Automobile Club of 
Vancouver, British Columbia; Automobile 
Club of Washington; California State Auto- 
mobile Association; Honolulu Automobile 
Club, Hawaii; Idaho State Automobile 
Association; Inland Automobile Association, 
Washington; Montana Automobile Asso- 
ciation; Oregon State Motor Association; 
Rocky Mountain Motorists, Colorado, New 
Mexico and Wyoming; Saskatchewan Motor 
Club; Utah Motorists Association; and 
Victoria Automobile Club, British Columbia. 

Always first in importance on the con- 
ference agenda is the keying up of motor 
club services to the task of caring for 
increasing tourist travel in the West. In 
this respect, the club executives are con- 
cerned mainly with reviewing the efficiency 
of club services to their hundreds of thou- 
sands of members in the light of tests 
imposed by the current travel year. While 
each club in its own territory serves its 
members in its own way, though activities 
are of a similar nature, one of the prime 
purposes of the Western Conference, a pur- 
pose which has been most successfully 
served over the years, is the further develop- 
ment of reciprocal service facilities for 
members traveling in the territory of clubs 
outside their home States. General tourist 
problems, traffic safety, motor vehicle legis- 
lation, and other motoring subjects are also 
on the program for discussion. Meeting 
as the conference does in the fall of each 
year, it is in a position to lay the ground 
work for the next year’s united and purpose- 
ful effort in the interest of the motoring 
public residing in or traveling in the West. 

Last year’s conference was a big factor 
in starting the movement for removal of 
State borderline legal barriers and other 
deterrents to the free flow of motor travel 
into and between western States. Reports 
indicate that more and more motorists are 
beginning to realize the attractions of west- 
ern travel and making repeat trips into this 
area, presaging further gains in the amount 
and range of coast to coast and border to 
border touring. 


MOT he RAW EIESAND NATIONAL UNIFY 





RUSSELL EY SINGER 


General Manager, American Automobile 
Association, Washington, D. C. 


While reports on travel trends this year 
are conflicting, most indicators point to a 
touring volume as large, if not larger than 
in the record - breaking year of 1939. 
Although some sections have reported 
decreased travel, the facts are that more 
cars are in use than ever before; gasoline 
consumption is running ahead of last year; 
travel to the national parks and other Fed- 
eral recreational areas is at new high marks; 
while routings handled by A.A.A. motor 
clubs are more than ten percent above the 
preceding travel season. 

Once again the great American travel 
army is on the move, leaving in its wake 
a golden flood of travel dollars. Last year, 
travel expenditures, including outlays for 
transportation, food, overnight accommoda- 
tions, retail purchases, refreshments, and 
incidentals were estimated at the staggering 
total of $5,000,000,000. These travel expen- 
ditures are pumping new life blood into the 
arteries of commerce and trade. 

That communities are coming more and 
more to realize the value of tourist patron- 
age is indicated by the growth in tourist 
promotion efforts conducted by Federal and 
State agencies, resort areas, local communt- 


ties, and various types of transportation. 

Backing up these promotional efforts, 
more and more communities are taking defi- 
nite steps to make the traveler welcome and 
to make his stay a pleasant one—a reflection 
of the fact that courteous treatment pays 
big dividends in the travel business. An 
A.A.A. survey revealed that forty percent of 
vacationing motorists choose their travel 
objectives because of an enjoyable previous 
visit, while more than twenty-five percent 
base their decision on recommendation of 
friends. In a large number of cities, police 
are under instructions not to arrest out-of- 
State motorists violating minor traffic ordi- 
nances, but to issue courtesy cards calling 
attention to the law and asking for coopera- 
tion. At least one city provides uniformed 
guides to show visitors around the points of 
interest without charge. 

The American motorist is no longer inter- 
ested primarily in seeing how many miles 
he can cover in a given time, but is becom- 
ing more aware of the adventure and inspi- 
ration that may await him each hour of his 
tour. Less and less is he racing through the 
countryside. More and more is he seeking 
unusual paths and unusual stop-overs that 
will provide him with memories of a value 
that cannot be measured in time or in 
money. An example of this is the tremen- 
dous interest being shown in our great his- 
torical shrines this year—when our country 
has embarked on a great national defense 
program. This increased interest in the 
scenes of the hardships and triumphs of our 
forebears is a good omen, for love of country 
and devotion to its traditions constitute a 
first line of defense. 

It is not too much to say that travel 
generally has aided in unifying our Nation 
for the task it has now undertaken. Most 
wars in which the United States has been 
engaged were marked by sectional contro- 
versies. Today, all sections of the country 
are united in the determination to build up 
our defenses and to protect our way of life. 

That such unity is possible in a Nation 
as large and as sprawling as ours can be 
attributed in no small part to the tremend- 
ous mobility of the American people. Utili- 
zation of this mobility has brought an inter- 
change among people in all sections of the 
country, leading to better understanding and 
to firmer loyalty. More than ever before 
we are truly a Nation of united States. 


DESIGN FOR USE OF NATION’S HIGHWAYS 


One of the most encouraging trends of 
recent years is the increasing emphasis which 
highway engineers are giving to driver 
behavior and to design suited to the user 
and his needs. 

Not so very long ago, engineers were so 
occupied with serious problems of getting 
us out of the mud, of developing strong, 
lasting pavements, of meeting the demands 
for maximum mileages of paved roads with 
limited resources, of 
developing efficient 
methods of construc- 
tion, and of working 
out maintenance prob- 
lems that the problems 
of the driver received 
little attention. 

But fortunately to- 
day operating prob- 
lems on our vast high- 
way system are being 
subjected to intensive 
study and design for 
use in receiving major 
emphasis. 

The highway user is 
the source of road reve- 
nue, and it is therefore 
logical and appropriate 
that every highway im- 
provement should be 
subjected to the test of 
whether or not it will 
be a good public in- 
vestment; and that test 


tion of whether the 
proposed improvement 
will fit traffic needs. 

Even greater emphasis will be given to 
highway operations in the future. And for 
this phase of highway work, the traffic engi- 
neer who devotes major attention to opera- 
tions must play an increasingly significant 
part. Hence Nevada and various other 
western States are to be commended upon 
the employment of trained traffic engineers. 

The State highway planning surveys have 
helped greatly in directing more attention 
to design for use. 

Nevada is to be commended on the status 
of its planning survey. Inquiry at the Pub- 
lic Roads Administration indicated that the 
Nevada survey is well advanced. The same 
is true for most western States. 


Department, 





BURTON W. MARSH 
involves the basic ques- Director, Safety and Traffic Engineering portant and appreciat- 


American 
Association, Washington, D. C. 


Fortunately these surveys are being inte- 
grated into regular highway department 
operations, and it is being realized that the 
essential data must be kept up-to-date 
through a continuing program, taking, of 
course, proper account of costs and needs. 

While much of the tremendous volume 
of detailed information must always remain 
as guiding data in highway department 
records, the road taxpayer is entitled to be 
thoroughly informed, 
through proper public 
reports, of the major 
findings, conclusions, 
policies, and programs 
which emanate from 
these surveys. Only in 
this way can motorist 
support be assured for 
warranted improve- 
ments. 

The intelligent high- 
Way user appreciates 
leadership and _ pro- 
gressiveness in the im- 
provement of his high- 
ways. In Nevada and 
other western States, 
there are numerous ex- 
amples of develop- 
ment which warrant 
commendation. Some 
of these are found in 
splendid new highways 
designed for modern 
traffic needs. Others, im- 


Automobile ed, ate found in less 
spectacular improve- 
ment of existing roads. 

The motorist wants and commends pro- 
gressive highway programs which are wat- 
ranted by normal conditions. He realizes 
today, however, that a new factor has entered 
the picture which must be given very special 
attention. Our highways must be made 
ready as rapidly as possible for adequate 
national defense. 

Happily this subject is receiving major 
attention of State highway departments and 
the Public Roads Administration in Wash- 
ington, as well as by the army. In this era 
of new-type military operations, highways 
are of absolutely vital importance. They 
must be made adequate for the functions 
they should perform for national defense. 


DEVELOPMENT OF MOTOR TRAVELING 


Motorists of today are experienced and 
demanding travelers. Under the keen com- 
petition for travel expenditures, they have 
become accustomed to shopping around to 
secure maximum return from their vacation 
outlays. It has meant that adequate travel 
facilities and services have become an essen- 
tial part of travel development. Sections 
reaping the greatest travel return from the 
vacation movement are those which are pre- 
pared to meet these 
new conditions. 

Fortunately, the west- 
ern States have always 
been alert to the value 
of travel in the eco- 
nomic and social life 
of the West. This has 
been largely attribut- 
able to progressive 
motor clubs and to the 
splendid cooperation of 
public officials, partic- 
ularly the highway de- 
partments. Dedication 
of this issue of Nevada 
Highways to the West- 
em eeContetences. or 
Motor Clubs is a case 
in point. 

IW iflemetlle tem -are 
many phases of intelli- 
gent travel promotion 
and service facilities for 
motorists, several stand 
ON ao Gacexatn ple: 


upon highway depart- 
ments for advance 
planning of changes in route numbers so 
that maps and travel publications are up-to- 
the-minute. In turn, motorists must depend 
upon highway departments for simplifica- 
tion in route numbers so that routes may be 
followed with ease. There is also the safety 
angle involved when motorists are confused 
and stop quickly to figure out road signs. 
Issuing more than ten million maps and 
travel publications and routing more than 
twelve million tours annually, the American 
Automobile Association and its 725 affiliated 
motor clubs and branches are, of course, 
vitally concerned with having maps, travel 
publications, and service complete. It is 
gratifying to find that highway departments 
are showing increasing interest in the prob- 





ELMER JENKINS 


map-makers depend National Travel Director, American Auto- stant flow of accurate, 


mobile Association, Washington, D. C. 


lems involved, and fine cooperation has been 
forthcoming from the western States. 
Road reports are, of course, the heart of 
a motor club’s touring service, the most 
important single service to motorists from 
the early days of motoring to this era of 
modern cars and modern motor roads. And 
today, more than ever before, do the motor 
clubs and State highway departments cooper- 
ate for the benefit of the motoring public. 
Progress of construc- 
tion work,  establish- 
ment of detours, snow- 
clearance, emergency 
conditions resulting 
from storm or disaster, 
and scores of less spec- 
tacular matters are of 
vital concern to the 
traveling public. Motor 
clubs are at the service 
of highway departments 
in disseminating infor- 
mation to the public, 
and State officials serve 
the clubs by prompt 
reporting of changing 
conditions. In the 
West, with long dis- 
tance traveling at a 
peak, with all-year 
travel the common 
practice and with com- 
prehensive road _ con- 
struction programs 
under way, this con- 


down - to - the - minute 
road information from 
sources, through reliable channels to the 
motoring public is most important. Due to 
the intelligent cooperation of all agencies 
interested in development of motor travel, 
the clubs included in the Western Confer- 
ence of Motor Clubs have developed this 
vital service for motorists to the highest 
point of efficiency. 

In a comparatively few years the tide of 
tourist travel flowing from the East into the 
West is estimated to have increased thirty 
percent. Western highway development, 
improved accommodations, and wide pub- 
licity given western attractions are credited 
with much of this gain. There is no ques- 
tion but that the West is at the portals of a 
golden age of motor touring. 








WELCOME TO WESTERN MOTOR CLUBS 


Nevada greets the delegates and visitors 
to the Western Conference of Motor Clubs 
meeting in Reno October 10, 11, and 12 as 
a genial host greets favored guests. The 
Nevada Division of the California State 
Automobile Association, host club of the 
conference, is joined by civic and commercial 
groups and city and State officials in extend- 
ing you a warm welcome. We want you 
to be “at home” in our State. 

As managers or executives of motor clubs 
directing the tourist travel in the West, you 
realize that Nevada, at the crossroads of great 
transcontinental highways and main north- 
south motor routes, may well be considered 
thes Llubrot thea Wests 

Holding your annual business sessions 
with Nevada as a background for the first 
time, you will, we hope, note and observe 
with the keen judgment of experienced 
travel directors the facilities of our State for 
welcoming and guiding motor tourists. 

Nevada welcomes tourists and eagerly 
grasps this opportunity to express that wel- 

W. H. JOHNSTON come through its hospitality to the delegates 

; at the Western Conference of Motor Clubs 

Nevada Member of th eB oard of D IEEE who serve such a large membership of motor- 

for the Nevada Diviston of the Califor- car-owning families. While you are here, 
nia State Automobile Association. we want you to know Nevada. 








L ‘ood Highways 


SeOeNIGaNEy Abas APTRACTS TOURISTS 


Nevada is gradually coming into its right- 
ful place in the ever-broadening field of 
tourism. Through development and promo- 
tion of its natural scenic features, favorable 
conditions now exist for properly serving 
travelers who come to visit and spend some 
time sharing with its citizens the great 
variety of attractions which the State has to 
offer. Like other western States Nevada 
has been richly endowed with wondrous 
natural phenomena. During the past few 
years many of these have been made readily 
accessible because of improved highways and 
better travel facilities. As a consequence 
they become more popular each year. Tour- 
ists all over the Nation are rapidly learning 
that they may come and enjoy their stay, 
knowing that every factor of safety has been 
given consideration for their well-being. 

Through the material aid of the Public 
Roads Administration, combined with its 
own efforts, a network of hard-surfaced high- 
ways has been developed which reaches to 
practically all sections of the State. As a 
basic system this includes four east and west 
arterials and three north and south hard- 
surfaced highways. This basic system is 


constantly being supplemented or improved. 

Communities—although small, they are 
thoroughly modern—along these routes have 
cooperated by improving facilities for enter- 
taining and sheltering motor-car travelers 


and supplying their needs. A journey in or 
across the State can be traveled with speed, 
safety, and comfort over excellent highways. 

Despite the general impression gained 
because of its desert appellation, Nevada's 
summer heat is not intense (the nights are 
actually cool because of the semiarid atmos- 
phere), roads are kept clear of snow for 
winter traveling, there is no dust or mud to 
fight in any season, service stations and 
tourist camps along the well-traveled roads 
are readily available, parts and service for 
motor cars of all makes can be promptly 
secured in all of the communities, and above 
all Nevada's hospitality, in keeping with the 
true western spirit, is rapidly gaining fame 
throughout the Nation. 

Nevada's scenery is, in many respects, 
unique. It embraces the entire range of 
phenomenon which arouses human interest. 
There are long stretches of mountains and 
intervening valleys and the traveler may 
journey for miles without sighting a river, 
a lake, or even a tree. Yet there is an 
intense fascination attached to the colorful 
hills. On the other hand there are places 
where heavy timber covers great patches of 
landscape, while in others the pleasingly 
pungent sagebrush forms a blanket over 
many square miles of undulating land. Our 
lakes, many of them are hidden in the moun- 
tain fastnesses, have color, beauty, and 





unspoiled natural settings. One is sure to 
be impressed by the display of majesty and 
grandeur symbolized in the great open spaces 
and lofty rugged peaks. 

Nevada has been called the desert State. 
Perhaps’ ‘thei term is ditting; but it “is far 
different from the type of desert which is 
pictured by shifting sands and camel cara- 
vans. There is vegetation, color, and variety 
mixed with deep solitude and great expanse. 
Those who make this uncrowded land their 
home, love the freedom and liberty of move- 
ment and action and find friendliness and 
healthful living in their surroundings. 

A broad, paved highway completely 
encircles Lake Tahoe, high in the Sierra, 
one of the most beautiful lakes in the world. 
Tahoe is a lake which calls tourists back 
repeatedly. Many fertile valleys paralleling 
long mountain ranges, where agriculture has 
transformed the desert into productive lands, 
are places for delightful journeys and belie 
the desert appellation. Hot water, issuing 
from earth fissures, emitting sulphurous 
odors but possessing highly curative prop- 
erties, mark just another phase of nature’s 
versatility. Mysterious caves having deli- 
cately formed stalactites and stalagmites 
pique the curiosity of the visitor and chal- 
lenge entry, while other caves, wave formed 
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during prehistoric times when a great inland 
sea covered much of western Nevada, hide 
secrets of ancient tribes who left traces of 
their habitation after this now extinct lake, 
leaving bench marks on mountain sides, had 
receded. Forests of evergreens blanket the 
flanks of ranges and testify to the variety of 
this “desert country,” while lofty peaks cradle 
broad snowfields whose water forms cascad- 
ing mountain streams where game fish 
snap at the sportsman’s lure in the shadows 
of giant pines. Desert plants, peculiar to 
this semiarid land, puzzle travelers by their 
grotesqueness. All these and many other 
strange and wonderful things Nature placed 
in scattered parts of Nevada land to display 
striking variety and color for man’s en oy- 
ment. 

Boulder Dam, one of the greatest in the 
world, has harnessed a turbulent river, put 
a lake of gigantic size on the desert where 
water was never known before, became the 
means for generating low-cost electric power 
to supply teeming metropolitan cities far 
from its source, and created a recreational 
area where man can play and recreate, and 
which promises to become one of the South- 
west’s major attractions. Boulder Dam has 
drawn hundreds of thousands of tourists by 
its magnitude, and the number coming to 


Saw Boulder Dam Last Year 





see this engineering wonder is increasing 
annually. 

Of a very different character, but gigantic 
nonetheless, is the big hole in the ground at 
Ruth, where richly colored copper ore is 
gouged from the earth. Commercial value 
is of prime importance there, but its scenic 
value has induced thousands of travelers to 
come many miles to see the Liberty Pit 
which is a mile long, three quarters of a 
mile wide, and over 800 feet deep. 

Nevada’s agricultural districts possess 
unusual interest because they have been 
snatched from the desert by reclamation 
projects. The first work of this kind ever 
undertaken in the West was completed at 
Fallon when the Newlands Project opened 
up thousands of acres for settlement and 
cultivation. 

Nevada's history, so closely associated with 
the history of Pacific Coast development, is 
intensely interesting. When miners struck 
gold on the Comstock Lode in 1859, it was 
the beginning of a new era in the American 
western wilds, and as a result of this famous 
discovery and later development, a Territory 
was formed, a State was born, and many men 
became wealthy and famous. 

Nevadans need no longer feel embarassed 
when pointing to their natural heritage. 





They can justly proclaim to the world that 
the State has been made safe and delightful 


for tourism. Motor clubs all over the 
Nation need have no hesitancy in directing 
travelers our way. ‘These travelers will be, 
not only surprised, but highly delighted with 
their Nevada motoring adventure. 





CLARKE C. COTTRELL 


One who belonged to the entire 
West, but to Nevada in particular, 
CLARKE C. COTTRELL will be missed 
when the roll is called for the West- 
ern Conference of Motor Clubs in Reno. 
Nevada shares profoundly with his 
family, friends, and associates in the 
sorrow caused by his untimely death 
on August 21. As State Highway 
Engineer of Nevada from 1918 to 1921 
he organized this State’s first great pub- 
lic works division. In his subsequent 
career he remained ever alert to oppor- 
tunities for serving and furthering the 
welfare of Nevada. He was an able 
champion of highway development and 
a leader in promotion of traffic safety 
and progressive motoring legislation. 
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NEVADA, one State without an income tax, a corporation tax, an inheritance tax, a gift tax, a sales tax. 
With cheap power, and liberal mining, corporation, taxation, and other laws. WELCOME TO NEVADA. 





